
WASSO Presents the 25th Annual 

Garden Tour
Saturday, July 14 & Sunday, July 15, 1-6pm  
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 at participating homes

An interactive Google Map which will allow you to print 
directions is available online at www.springfieldsym.org.

Tickets are available at the Springfield Symphony office (937-325-8100),  
Curves, Frame Haven, Katie’s Hallmark, Heart of Country, Schneider’s  
Florist, or from any WASSO member. 

Tickets and a brochure with tour map are also available online at  
www.springfieldsym.org. 

Proceeds to benefit the Springfield Symphony Orchestra



1 1340 E. High Street (The Westcott House)
The Westcott House is a Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Prairie Style home.  
The house was built in 1908 for Mr. Burton J. Westcott, his wife Orpha, and 
their family. The gardens were featured 10 years ago, but the perennial 
gardens, designed for the 1908 period home, have evolved over time 
into a mature look. Volunteers tend the gardens with loving care, and 
a new feature is a vintage red dahlia that was found to be Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s favorite flower. Persons wishing to tour the house will need to 
call the museum office staff at 327-9291 for reservations and information.                                                                                                                                     

 2 1462 W. Mulberry Street (LeValley Residence)
The flower beds and vegetable garden have changed shape and sizes several 
times along with updates to the home since 1979. Pam and Jan participated 
in the Springfield Beautification Committee’s yearly competition for many 
years being Home of the Week winners in 1981, 1991 and 2009, and were 
deeply honored by being the Home of the Year winner in 2009. In 2008 they 
completed a water garden with fish pond, limestone walkways and walls to tie 
many aspects of gardening together. The water garden added a new level and 
new dimension to gardening beauty. There is a mixture of plantings of roses 
and perennials throughout the yard with annuals as fillers and some hibiscus. 
Lotus, water lilies and marginal plants round out the water garden. They enjoy 
sitting in the swing by the pond feeding the fish, listening to the waterfall, and 
enjoying the almost continuous blooming colors of the gardens.   
   There have been some changes in the past 5 years since their first WASSO 
Garden Tour open house. A new concrete bench with a stained glass water 
garden scene on the top, a 40-inch planter with water lotus and plants, and a 
fire ring have been incorporated into the limestone landscaping. They have the 
18” x 26” glass bell jar in the pond again this year, and many people say it is a 
must see. It is really interesting to see several large Koi go up into the jar that  
is above the water. The LeValleys thank you for visiting. 

3 420 Leander Drive (Elaine Stevenson & Bob Yingst Residence)
Tucked in the woods of Aberfelda Hills with Rock Run trickling through the 
back is the home that Elaine and Bob love. The house, built in the woods in 
1987, was purchased by Elaine and Gary Stevenson in 1998. Over the years 
Elaine has worked to clear wild Japanese honeysuckle and unwanted vines, 
keeping as much of the natural grasses and woodland flowers as possible.  
Rock beds and garden paths have been created along with shade plantings 
that enhance the natural beauty of the woods and the trickling stream. Elaine 
and Bob love nature and gardening! Every year something new is added.  
This year it is the butterfly and hummingbird garden that can be enjoyed 
from the breakfast noon and the second-level deck.  .

4 1801 Saint Paris Pike (Grace Evangelical Church) 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Community Vegetable Garden is well 
known to those it serves. For approximately 18-20 weeks from June to October 
a cornucopia of produce is presented in front of the church each Sunday 
morning.  Last year through donations some $7,000.00 was raised, 100% of 
which goes to food outreach ministries such as St. John’s Food Pantry, Rainbow 
Table, Springfield Soup Kitchen and Jefferson Street Oasis Community Garden. 
The garden itself is a great place to see production techniques for some 40-45 
different kinds of vegetables and is clearly a great example of the proper use of 
IPM (Integrated Pest Management).

5 104 W. Harding Road (James Residence)
The bicycle in the James’ yard has been a topic of conversation for many years 
as its colors change with the seasons. Their garden is one of the few that has 
continued for 25 years since the tour’s inception and has evolved over the 
years. It was also featured on the 10th tour, but visitors will be in for many new 
changes on this anniversary tour. 

Janet’s love for English gardens has made it easy to duplicate the look  
of those happy gardens. Pink & white is the theme this year, and her biggest 
problem is not making it too cluttered. She admits she couldn’t do all this 
without hubby Fred who can do anything when not on the golf course.  
Please take time to sit and enjoy the many nooks, crannies and surprises 
awaiting all. 

6 330 Eagle Court (Spriggs Residence) 
Élise and Kris Spriggs welcome you to their garden that they began creating 13 
years ago when they built their home and began to wrestle the yard away from 
the honeysuckle that had overtaken the wooded lot. The home sits on top of a 
hill that is the focal point in the neighborhood for winter sledding or in warmer 
weather is used to enjoy the green relaxing view. 

Élise gets her love of gardening from her father Ron deLanglade whose 
home was on last year’s tour. The garden continues to evolve on their 2 acres 
of land that once was part of the Showboat drive-in property. It features a 
variety of annuals, perennials, shrubs, and trees which give it texture and 
color throughout the growing season as well as a patio oasis. The patio is 
highlighted with a pergola with outdoor fans and a vegetative roof, pond 
surrounded by shade loving plants, a large fireplace for entertaining, and 
dining area where one looks upon the multitude of colors featured in the 
many potted annuals. Additionally, they grow many of their own vegetables 
in their sun lovely garden that they built.


